[A case study of alpha feto protein (AFP)-producing gastric carcinoma with multiple liver metastases, in which chemotherapy was effective enough to once save a life in rapid decline].
A 57 year-old man visited our hospital with general fatigue and a sensation of abdominal fullness. He had lost 10 kg in body weight during the previous 3 months. Between admission and the time the diagnosis of AFP-producing gastric carcinoma with multiple liver metastases was made, his condition deteriorated quickly due to the rapid growth of the liver metastases. Combined chemotherapy consisting of cisplatin and 5-FU was given, and was so effective that the patient recovered well and both serum AFP level and the size of the swollen liver decreased markedly. However, about a month after being discharged, he experienced a relapse and was readmitted. After obtaining informed consent, chemotherapy consisting of methotrexate and 5-FU was started. Though the level of tumor markers and LDH decreased significantly, he died of hepatic failure. We think that this case is worthy of notice because it shows the effectiveness and limitations of chemotherapy in a situation where the condition of a patient is deteriorating quickly due to rapid extension of an AFP-producing gastric carcinoma.